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250 Years of American Capitalism, 1776 — 2026

October16-17, 2026
Northwestern University, Kellogg Global Hub Room 1410

2211 Campus Dr, Evanston IL 60208
Organizers: Joseph Ferrie and Carola Frydman

Friday, October 16

8:00-8:45am Breakfast
8:45-9:00 am Welcome

SESSION 1: MARKETS IN LAND AND LABOR

9:00-9:50 am Paul Rhode, University of Michigan
Land of 'Isms': Contrasts between Economic and Social Forms in
Slave and Free Labor America

9:50-10:40 am Ronan Lyons, Trinity College Dublin
Rent & The City

10:40-11:00 am Coffee Break
KEYNOTE 1
11:00-12:00 pm Charlie Calomiris, Columbia Business School

Capital Scarcity as a Defining American Characteristic

12:00-1:30 pm Lunch

SESSION 2: SPATIAL PATTERNS

1:30-2:20 pm Jeff Lin, Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia
Spreading Out Across Expanding Idea Space

2:20-3:10 pm Martin Fitzbein, Boston University
Forts, Land, and People: The Territorial Consolidation of the United
States



Friday, October 16 — continued

3:10-3:30 pm

3:30-4:20 pm

4:20-5:10 pm

6:30 pm

Coffee Break

SESSION 3: BUSINESS AND THE STATE

Eric Hilt, Wellesley College
The American Revolution and the Rise of the Corporation: A
Comparative Perspective

Martin Rotemberg, New York University
Tariffs and State Capacity: A Specific Example

Dinner at Nakorn (1622 Orrington Ave) — by invitation

Saturday, October 17

8:00-9:00 am

9:00-9:50 am

9:50-10:40 am

10:40-11:00 am

11:00 am -12:00 pm

12:00-1:30 pm

Breakfast

SESSION 4: MOBILITY

Zach Ward, Baylor University
The Rise and Fall of the Economic Elite in American History

Shari Eli, University of Toronto
The Origins of Generosity and Racial Exclusion in the American
Welfare ‘System

Coffee Break

KEYNOTE 2

Naomi Lamoreaux, Yale University
Factions, Interest Groups, and the Perils of Democracy In US
History

Lunch
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